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Alumni reach the public eye 

Deason and Mogle leave impressions on Tyler community 


i More security equals more reports 

| Clery Report raises questions regarding crime rates 


By Carol Scott 

Staff Writer 

Two of TJC’s alumni appear on KYTX 
CBS19 TV and in the Tyler Morning Telegraph 
on a regular basis. 

Alumnus Doc Deason, the 5 p.m. meteo¬ 
rologist at CBS 19, also has a spot on the Tyler 
papers weather page. Danny Mogle, one of the 
managing editors of the Tyler Morning Tele¬ 
graph, works as the newspaper’s liaison with 
CBS19 news. 

Deason transferred from 
TJC to Stephen F. Austin in 
the spring of’93. 

“TJC is obviously 
a spring board to other 


schools,” said Deason. “Transferring hours was not a prob¬ 
lem. I felt well prepared by the time I got there [SFA].” 
Deason said that it is important to have the op¬ 
portunity to knock out the core classes first regardless 
? of what school is chosen for a bachelor’s degree. 

“Doc Deason was a fine student,” said James 
kf Wick, retired director of chemistry at TJC as well 
T as Deason’s former chemistry instructor. Wick also 
taught Deason’s father back in the ’60s. 

“I enjoy watching him [Deason] on TV. It brings 
back memories and it gives me the joy of seeing 
another of our TJC students succeed in 
his chosen profession.” 

In the summer of 2002, Deason 
was the chief meteorologist at the 

— see ALUMNI page 7 — 


ents and prospective students should consider the report before 
choosing any school, but with caution. 

“That’s a tell-tale sign to see if the campus is going to be 
safe or not,” said Nguyen. “But it’s very important that they 
look carefully because percentages are not necessarily accurate. 
It doesn’t tell the whole story.” 

Though Campus Safety considers the report accurate, 
some issues that could be seen as errors were discovered. Two 
instances, the Amanda Anderson murder in 2010 and the gang 
violence on campus in 2009, were not reflected in the reports. 

Chief Melton said that while Amanda Anderson was a 
TJC student, her murder did not involve any other aspects of 
TJC, including location or other students. In order to be con¬ 
sidered an off-campus criminal homicide, the offense must be at 
a popular meeting place for students not on campus and should 
involve other TJC students. 

As for the gang violence, most of the offenses were only 
disturbances or non-student trespassers. While they were re¬ 
corded, they were not considered criminal offenses and there¬ 
fore are not on the Clery report. 

Both Melton and Williams feel that while the report sta¬ 
tistics are up, TJC is still a safe campus and that the staff is do¬ 
ing their job well. They are confident that the statistics do not 
reflect the progress of the school. 

“We’ve made great strides with our Campus Safety depart¬ 
ment on getting new officers, new staff members,” said Nguyen. 
“We are so much more advanced than we were even two years 
ago or as much as even one year ago.” 


The recently-released annual campus security report shows 
a higher percentage of crime, but Tyler Junipr College Campus 
Safety attributes the rise to an increase in staff and diligence. 

The report reveals in both 2009 and 2010 that crime, spe¬ 
cifically burglary as well as others, has shot up significantly, 
which begs the question whether or not crime truly is growing. 

According to the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Se¬ 
curity Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act report—a na¬ 
tionally recognized system that all state colleges must follow—a 
school must collect and publish specific accounts of crime on 
campus. They are then sorted into categories for past-year com¬ 
parisons. 

Chief Randy Melton, Director of Campus Safety for 14 
years, said the department was given until October of the fol¬ 
lowing year to file the report. He also said that while the reports 
gives an account of crime, it is merely a snapshot of what hap¬ 
pens on campus. 

According to Damien Williams, director of Student Sup¬ 
port Services, the higher statistics are accredited to their ability 
to hire more staff and ambassadors to patrol the campus who 
are doing a better job of reporting. 

“When you have more guys out and about campus, you’re 
going to catch more [offenses],” he said. 

Although many students do not know about the report, 
Vincent Nguyen, director of Sstudent Success, feels that par- 


By Taylor Griffin 

Managing Editor 
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Students waving goodbye to summer Pell Grants 


By Augusta Robinson 

85th Anniversary Editor 


If anyone has received a Pell Grant for the 
2011-2012 school year and is planning to take 
summer classes, they might want to ponder 
about how they are going to pay for it because 
they may not receive another Pell grant for 
summer school. 

On Feb. 24 the Tyler Junior College Fi¬ 
nancial Aid Office sent an email to students 
who filled out the FAFSA announcing that 


due to changes in federal funding, a second Pell 
Grant award is no longer offered during sum¬ 
mer sessions. However; students who did not 
use their entire maximum award during the Fall 
and Spring semesters may be eligible to receive 
those funds during the Summer of 2012 pe¬ 
riod. 

According to Financial Aid Director De¬ 
von Wiggins, Congress eliminated the year- 
round Pell grant. 

“It was a cost savings measure for the fed¬ 
eral government to help manage their budget 


crisis,” said Wiggins. 

Last Summer approximately 1,100 stu¬ 
dents received some form of financial aid. Wig¬ 
gins expects the number of students receiving 
financial aid in the Summer to decrease by half. 

To be considered a full-time student in 
the Summer semesters, students have to take 
at least six credit hours. Last year, students also 
had to take six credit hours to be considered full 
time and eligible for a second Pell grant. 

Some students feel like the change is in¬ 
consistent with last year and that students who 


are Pell grant-eligible should be able to receive 
a second grant for the Summer. 

“If they give it to you one year, they should 
give it to you the next,” Layneshia Evans, soph¬ 
omore and medicine major said. “It is only a 
two-year college.” 

The email sent to students that filled out 
the FAFSA also stated that the Financial Aid 
Office will be awarding student’s Summer fi¬ 
nancial aid on April 1, 2012 for students who 
have not exhausted their maximum eligibility. 

— see PELL GRANTS page 11 — 
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I am tired of people trying to take ad¬ 
vantage of me for being young, and as a re¬ 
sult, you’re about to gain an entire new in¬ 
sight into what happens when Carl Adam 
Estaban Armando Peterson III suffers from 
a rage blackout and sees nothing but red for 
the same duration of time that it takes to 
write a rash and hopefully offensive column. 

First off, if you are an employee for 
NCC Recovery, I hope that someday you 
have the misfortune of having your genitals 
curb-stomped by the worlds largest sumo 
wrestler. For those of you who don’t know, 
NCC Recovery is a collections agency, the 
same collections agency that has dedicated 
the past three weeks of their lives avoiding 
getting real jobs and making my life miser¬ 
able instead. Now before you judge, I have 
never missed a single payment in my life, mi¬ 
nus a late fee for a Harry Potter book that I 
never returned to the local library when I was 
12, but I digress. My big mistake here was 
co-signing on an apartment lease for some¬ 
body whose credit was less of a concern to 
him than a semi-professional football career. 

Let me spare you the painful details and 



Life Lessons Suck. 


give you the gist of my conundrum. I co¬ 
signed on a lease, the resident I co-signed 
for terminated his contract without paying 
his final month’s rent, eight months go by 
without anybody informing me of the situ¬ 
ation, and now out of nowhere I was facing 
a lawsuit for someone else’s screw-up. A 
$1,855.19 screw-up, to be exact. 

Nobody has to preach at me that I had 
an equal responsibility to make sure that the 
rent was paid, but you would think that if I 
were just as liable as the resident I co-signed 
for, then the apartment complex would at 
least inform me if he were negligent on any 
of his payments. Or do you think that may¬ 
be it would benefit them the most to wait 
for eight months of late fees, surcharges, and 
collectors fees to pile on before they decided 
that it might be a good time to let the guar¬ 
antor know that he’s going to have to cover 
for his “friend” that told him everything was 
paid off right before disappearing into the 
mist? 

Learning to never co-sign for anyone 
ever again was the first lesson I learned from 
this incident, but I’m not sure it was the most 
important one. The second lesson I learned 
was that if you’re under the age of 25, any¬ 
body with an associates degree working for 
a car dealership, an electricity company, or 
a collections agency is going to assume that 
you are just an ignorant child who is attend¬ 
ing college on your parent’s paycheck, willing 
to concede to any form of bill they wave in 
your face out of fear that your future might 
be at stake if you don’t yield to their every 
waking command. 

It’s surprising what you can learn about 
these con-artists from a free attorney consul¬ 


tation. I requested an audience with a local 
lawyer here in Tyler, and as I expected I was 
not liable for half of the amount of money 
that this collections agency was trying to co¬ 
erce me into paying. After an absurd amount 
of R-rated phone calls, I finally compromised 
with these skid-marks on the adult diaper of 
life at NCC to settle on a payment of $300, 
and that’s just because I’m a nice guy, I could 
have sued my “friend” and actually have made 
a profit in the process. I hope my Post-It 
note with a drawing of my middle finger, a 
certified letter expressing my vindictive na¬ 
ture and disappointment with their unpro¬ 
fessional attempts to take advantage of a 20 
year old, and a check for less than a sixth of 
the money NCC Recovery initially wanted 
from me served as a lesson that some of us 
“children” refuse to be bullied by wannabe 
tyrants from collection agencies. 

Now to avoid any more legal conflicts, 
I will refrain from using this collector’s real 
name, and unfortunately, my inability to use 
profanity has drastically limited my choices 
for aliases, so we’re just going to refrain from 
speaking of him at all, which is good, con¬ 
sidering I might have another rage blackout 
and force myself to write another column. 
So I think it’s time I wrap this one up with a 
cliche life lesson at the end: Don’t ever, ever, 
ever, EVER...co-sign on anything. I don’t 
care who it’s with, and NEVER let anybody 
take advantage of you for being young. This 
collector shark may think that a $300 check 
from me was a victory, but he doesn’t realize 
that he was out negotiated by somebody half 
his age. I hope he reads this because I think 
I might have just dedicated the rest of my life 
to becoming his boss. 
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editorial 

Keep your noses out of our ‘reality’ 

Big businesses take advantage of college students’inexperience atTJC 


There is not a thing in this world lower or sneakier than a solici¬ 
tor. 

They are everywhere we turn—calling and harassing us at home, 
sending piles upon piles of junk mail. The list goes on indefinitely. 

It starts with asking for donations, but then it escalates into tak¬ 
ing advantage of people (specifically college students) by way of pres¬ 
suring them into dumping money into organizations’ laps or giving 
in to a scam. 

Many of the school-wide events here atTJC have included one 
if not more banks trying to con students into signing up for a credit 
card that seemed like an absolute dream come true. The banks’ rep¬ 
resentatives weasel their way into the students’ minds and somehow 
trap them with cheesy charisma and the feeling that they truly have 
“your best interest in mind.” 

Any half-way intelligent schmuck would immediately see a 
flaming red flag before even coming into breathing distance of these 
representatives, but somehow college students cannot pass up 0% 
APR on a Discover card, no matter how “too good to be true” it is. 
They are much too impatient to read the fine print or the asterisk at 
the bottom of the page that says they must surrender their left kidney 
in case of late payment. 

Recently, TJC hosted a “Reality Fair” sponsored by Kelly Com¬ 
munity Federal Credit Union, which gave students an opportunity 
to get a true taste of the real world. While the idea seems beneficial, 
the end result came off as a business tool for many of the companies 


in attendance. 

The students received papers that outlined their expected 
monthly income according to their chosen occupation. Their goal was 
to visit each booth—some of which were sponsored by local compa¬ 
nies—and make decisions based on their pretend means. 

Kelley Community even had the audacity to allow students to 
think that credit cards and student loan debt—while a part of some 
people’s lives, yes—is OK, even making it a requirement on the list of 
areas to make room for in their budget. 

Whether intentional or not, it made few attendants feel like 
half-wit teenagers who have no clue how to take care of themselves. 
And the sad part? The rest of the students in attendance at the fair 
had zero idea what subliminal messages the businesses were trying to 
send and went along with it. 

When compared with a person who has “been there, done that,” 
it gave completely unrealistic expectations of the future, including a 
gross annual salary that some people—including a budding journalist 
fresh out of college—may rarely or never see in their field. 

Take a lesson or two from radio show host and financial guru, 
Dave Ramsey, who definitely will brainwash you for the better. He 
has taught thousands of people how to rid years of debt—something 
this “Reality Fair” almost encouraged. 

Final advice: spend within your means and never, EVER get a 
credit card. 
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We care what you think... 


Comment regarding last the Feb. 28 issue's opinion 
column: "OMG Whitney Houston..." 


We really do “worship” those who should not be 
placed in such high regard. Thanks for the reality 
check! 

A faithful reader, “ 

Heather Tiller 


Why do you think celebrity deaths attract more attention 
from the media than other issues? 


Dr. Alan Barnes 
English Professor 


TJC 






i 


"The media seems to immortalize Hollywood stars who 
pass on and die rather than, say, other people who 
may be as famous, or more famous, or more deserving 
of noting their death. I think we live in a society that is 
media driven by the spectacular... and the spectacular 
includes Hollywood stars and starlets. And so the idea 
of who a famous person is, is derived largely by media 
standards, which is also driven by Hollywood ideas or 
ideals, and so in the mind of the media, we want to 
know about people like Whitney Houston, or we want 
to know about somebody like Princess Diana... because 
they are 'famous'... At least in the eyes of Hollywood 
and the media." 


Jesus Espinoza 
General Studies major 



"I just think that media would do that [focus on 
celebrity deaths] because the people would like to 
follow that more than what's actually happening in the 
world." 


POLL 
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Do YOU B ELIE VE THAT CERTAIN BUSINESSES 
FOCUS T HE IR ATTENTIONS MORE ON COLLEGE 
STUDENTS AND YOUNGER PEOPLE BECAUSE OF 
THEIR LACK OF EXPERIENCE? 


Results of Previous Poll 

Do YOU THINK CONGRESS IS DOING EVERYTHING 
WITHIN ITS POWERS TO RELIEVE THE DEBT CRISIS? 


42 % 

58 % 



1 




The Apache Pow Wow welcomes readers to voice 
their opinions on articles at tjcnewspaper.com or 
by sending a letter to the editor at tjcnews@tjc. 
edu. Full articles and comments can be found at 

tjcnewspaper.com. 
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Staff Writer 
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MAKING SPACE FOR MEDICAL MAJORS: First architectural rendering (The 
final project may look different.) of the proposed Allied Health Nursing 
Building discussed at the Board of Trustees meeting Feb. 23. 


SPEAKout 

Contact The Apache Pow Wow News Editor 
Kevin Ngo with questions, comments or con¬ 
cerns at kngo@email.tjc.edu. 

the apache pow wow 

Trustees hope new building 
will expand nursing program 

in other buildings on campus, such as the Pirtle Tech¬ 
nology Building, to house other classes or departments. 
It will attract more quality, driven young students to 
TJC because of the opportunities now offered. 

All nursing programs will be in the Allied Health 
Nursing building. No longer will students time be 
split between the west campus and the main campus, 
and that continuity itself is a much-welcomed change. 
Furthermore, along with a state-of-the-art building 
comes state-of-the-art technology. From advanced, 
interactive simulation labs to operating rooms, this 
building will provide everything a student needs to be 
prepared for nursing in the real world. 

Perhaps the most important thing this project of¬ 
fers though is an increase in spots available within the 
nursing program. 

“We have very long waiting lists for people who 
want to get in to nursing and health science, and they 

pW'L LU UOV/« 

This four- to five-story building will free up space see SCIENCE^ge 7 


Colton Townley 

Staff Writer 

The Tyler Junior College Board of Trustees unan¬ 
imously passed a vote on Feb. 23 in support of holding 
a bond election May 12 to build a 130,000-square- 
foot health sciences building. 

According to the official draft detailing the specif¬ 
ics of the arrangement the bond will be in the amount 
of $25 million for the construction, acquisition and 
equipping of a nursing and health science building. 

Unlike some other large projects before it, which 
were partly funded by an increase in costs for TJC stu¬ 
dents, the Allied Health Nursing Building will not af¬ 
fect tuition rates or fees. 

Secondly, the location of this building will not 
have a negative impact on parking. It is going to be 
built off Fifth Street on land that the school owns but 


‘Last Call’ guidelines to keep 
in mind for Spring Break 


Kevin Ngo 

News Editor 

Drinking and driving has^onsequences. 
Drunk driving can result in a %uge fine, or 
even cause death. \ 

TJC welcomed Brent Scarpo as spokes¬ 
person for the Last Call event held Feb. 27, 
informing students about drinking and driv¬ 
ing. 

Scarpo has directed castings for award 
winning movies such “Shawshank Redemp¬ 
tion” and is now a life coach, transformational 
speaker, writer, and producer at events. 

“When I found out that 1,700 college 
students die each year from alcohol-related 
deaths, I had to do something,” said Scarpo. 

The difference between the Last Call 
event and other alcohol-related programs, is 
that Scarpo does not stage or read off a piece 
of paper, but takes on a different approach in 
engaging with students. 

Scarpo pulled students up one by one 
on stage, and poked fun at his or her DUI 
experience. Behind all the laughter, Scarpo 
did not forget the importance of the event, 
which was to help students realize why driv¬ 
ing under the influence is reckless and how 
students can learn from their mistakes. 

“As I was looking at all these alcohol 
program out there I thought 98 percent of 
these suck. They talk down to students, and 
are not engaging or there is nothing truly 
to learn. I chose to create a program that 
does not preach but rather offers a dialogue 
through improvisation, so we can make bet¬ 
ter choices,” said Scarpo. 

Scarpo will return April. 23, to host an¬ 
other event called “Why Do You Hate Me?” 
which will inform students about why we, as 
a society, hate. 

“It is as engaging and funny as Last 
Call, if not more so,” said Scarpo. 

Students who went to the Last Call 
event, may have thought this might be an¬ 
other lecture about drinking and driving, but 


left the event with laughter, and a new ap¬ 
proach on drinking and driving. 

“We wanted to inform students about 
drinking and driving knowing that spring 
break is next week,” said Patti Light, assis¬ 
tant director-residential life. 

“We wanted to engage with students but 
with a unique approach, and I believe Brent 
Scarpo did that very well,” said Light. 

According to the Texas Department of 
Transportation, 59.44 percent of crashes in¬ 
volving DUI were recorded as fatalities. 

There are some tips students can use, to 
stay safe. 

“If you’re going to drink, drink respon¬ 
sibly, either by getting a DD (designated 
driver) or getting a taxi cab. We want you 
to have fun, but be an adult about it, be 
responsible, and know your limits.” Said, 
Chief Information Officer Don Mar¬ 
tin. 

Semesters can be long for 
some students, so when it is time 
for vacation, students want to relax 
and let loose. 

“Have a designated driver 
or go to house parties where you 
could spend a night,” said Es- 
merelda Mata, sophomore. She 
also said driving drunk not only 
could result in disaster, but you’d 
also be putting yourself and ev¬ 
eryone else on the road in danger. 

“Don’t be stupid,” said Mata. 



Recent Years 

1, 259 

D.U.I. fatatlities 

42% 

D.U.I. related traffic deaths 

0.5% 

Change of D.U.I. fatalities from previous to current year 

$5,917 billion 

State subsidy of drunk driving fatalties 


TJC surveillance system keeps campus safe 


Raylon Pace 

Staff Writer 


Photo by Kevin Ngo 

CAMPUS CAMERAS: 

Operating all hours 
of the day, help keep 
students at ease. 



Ever heard of the saying “Big Brother is watch¬ 
ing?” At TJC, hundreds of cameras are monitoring 
every move and action. The cameras are used by 
Campus Safety to maintain security and help stu¬ 
dents feel safer. 

“There are approximately 266 cameras here on 
TJC’s campus and all of the cameras are in public, 
open areas so that they don’t infringe on first amend¬ 
ment right,” said Randy Melton, director of Campus 
Safety. 

This past August, the video captured by a secu¬ 
rity camera was essential in the investigation of a sto¬ 
len laptop from Bateman Hall, and helped Campus 
Security catch the thief, Melton said. 

Almost a year and a half ago, TJC switched from 
analog cameras to digital cameras in order to improve 
the quality of the videos. According to Melton there 
are now plans to add even more cameras around the 
campus. 

“The cameras helped us recently identify all the 
parties responsible in a fight at the cafeteria,” said 


Tom Johnson, executive director of Campus Safety. 
“We were able to distinguish who threw the first 
punch and they (video footage) gave us reliable in¬ 
formation instead of us (Campus Safety) questioning 
the friends of the perpetrators.” 

Some students feel more at ease with the surveil¬ 
lance cameras on campus. 


“I like the idea of somebody watching over me, 
that way if someone picks on me I know somebody is 
watching and they could get that person.” Said Can- 
dice Lowe, addiction alcohol council major. 

Lowe said it feels as if there is an “Eye in the 

sky.” 


News 
In Brief 


CAMPUS 


OPEN SPRING 
BREAK HOURS 

Spring Break will begin 
Monday Marc 12 and will end 
Sunday March 18. Saturday 
March 10 will be an instruc¬ 
tional day. All Saturday classes 
should meet this day. 

The Testing Center will be 
open during its normal operat¬ 
ing hours on Saturday, March 
10 . 

The Library will be closed 
at 5 p.m. on Friday, Mar. 9. 
The Library will reopen Sun¬ 
day, Mar. 18 and will be avail¬ 
able from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

All offices will resume 
their normal operating hours 
on Monday, March 19. 

WIN A FREE 
IPAD 

The Apache Press Club is 
selling raffle tickets to benefit 
CASA for Kids of IJasf Texas. 
Tickets are $10 each or 6 for 
$50, and the winner will re- 
cieve one of the two iPads do¬ 
nated by Mentoring Minds. 

The drawing will be held 
April 20 at the annual CASA 
fundraiser Justice is Served. 
CASA trains volunteers to 
advocate for abused and ne¬ 
glected children in the court 
system of East Texas. 

Please help us support this 
worthy cause. Come by Potter 
204 to purchase your tickets. 

SPRING SHOW 

“Belle du Cirque” will open 
on March 29 in Wise Audi¬ 
torium and will run nightly 
through March 31 with a 
Matinee performance at 2p.m. 
on March 31st. This will be 
the 27 Spring Show for the 
Apache Belles, and this theme 
explores all the charm, history 
and wonder of the entertain¬ 
ment of the circus. 

From memories of days 
gone by, to the modern marvels 
that have captured our eye, you 
won’t want to miss this tribute 
and recreation of the beauty, 
splendor, magic and majesty of 
“Belle du Cirque.” 

The Apache Belles will 
demonstrate their diverse tal¬ 
ent in theater, and all forms 
of tap. This is a night for the 
entire family so support your 
college ambassadors, the la¬ 
dies that do so much for this 
school and this team- fill the 
seats and love them with your 
applause. 

TJC students can receive 
a complimentary ticket by pre¬ 
senting student ID at the ca¬ 
shier’s office. Faculty and staff 
each receive two complimen¬ 
tary tickets. Additional tickets 
can be purchased at the Ca¬ 
shier’s office located in White 
Administration or online at 
www. ap achebelles. com 
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One step at a time 

TJC students assist at MDA walk 


By Belen Casillas 

Staff-Writer 

As the speaker shouted over the mi¬ 
crophone “Ready, set, go!” a wave of ex¬ 
citement over took the crowd. He looked 
straight ahead, pointing his scooter 
wheels toward the starting line. It was 
more than a race for David Gary; it was 
a march of determination to find a cure 
for what he has fought for many years, 
Becker Muscular Dystrophy. 

“Its the mental attitude. I have 
always said persevere and adapt to it. I 
think thinking positive actually does 
something chemically to your body, ex¬ 
tends your life and you physically on any 
disease,” said Gary, 65, Vietnam War Air 
Force Veteran. 

The MDA Muscle Walk was held 
inside the Tyler Broadway Square Mall, 
on March 3. TJC Apache teams con- 


“I think the TJC community is 
just the best at helping others.” 

-David Gary 
Vietnam War Air Force Veteran 


sisted of Apaches Chiefs, Art Club, An- 
ime Club, and the Student Senate. The 
team was driven to make a difference 
and raised a total of $800 for the walk 
by selling raffle tickets and arm bracelets 
on campus. 

“We walked throughout the mall in 
support of the MDA and to help raise 
enough money to find a cure,” said Wil¬ 
liam Chronister, a member of the TJC 
Anime Club. 

With his wife next to his side, Doctor 
Linda Gary, an English Professor at TJC, 
stood proud and willing to show support 
to those who needed it the most. 

“It was just so wonderful to see the 
TJC community come together to help 
not just those in our community but 
those in the community at large in Smith 


County, in Texas, and across the country. 
I think TJC community is just the best at 
helping others,” said Gary. 

“Muscular Dystrophy is a broad 
term used to describe a group of genetic 
diseases of the muscles. These diseases 
are characterized by the weakening and 
wasting of muscles,” said Candace Pate, 
Fundraising Coordinator for MDA of 
East Texas. 

The MDA helps families with nu¬ 
merous services for a better quality of life, 
such as summer camps, clinical visits, and 
medical equipment. MDA also funds re¬ 
search to find a cure, for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Diseases. 

“Unfortunately, there is no cure but 
MDA has provided numerous treat¬ 
ments to prolong life and quality of life,” 
said Pate. 

Like Gary, many people with mus¬ 
cular dystrophy struggle to live a normal 
life, but the disease has not stopped Gary 
from helping others rise from similar dis¬ 
eases. 

“His ability to adapt to the situa¬ 
tion and persevere is a lesson to us all and 
it’s a lesson even to our students because 
our students face incredible challenges. 
Many of them work fulltime, have family 
obligations, are facing tremendous, eco¬ 
nomical hardship,” said Gary. “It always 
amazes me how dedicated, how moti¬ 
vated they are and it makes me want to 
work that much harder to help them suc¬ 
ceed and fulfill their dreams... Volunteer, 
don’t sit at home. There is stuff you can 
do because you sit at home, your life’s not 
going to be very long I think, whether 
you have Dystrophy or not. It’s hard to 
describe how volunteering changes your 
life until you do it,” said Gary. 

With a bright yellow shirt and a big 
smile, Lauren Tyler, and the coordina¬ 
tor for Student Life, showed her support 
on Saturday and motivated others to get 

— see MDA page 11 — 



Photos by Belen Casillas 


MARCH FOR THE CURE: Above: Many different organizations joined together at the Tyler Broadway 
Square Mall walking to raise money to help those with Muscular Dystrophy. 


campus 

"Really?" 


Quest Student Success 
Center enriches learning 


“Clean up on isle 4! Come on 
America I thought we were past this!” 



Photo by Chris Rollins 


BE FAMOUS AT TYLER JUNIOR COLLEGE! 

Anyone can send in their own odd photo and get their picture 
published! 

Email your own “Really" photos to the Apache Pow Wow at: 
TJCNews@tjc.edu 


By Crystal Jaquez 

Student Life Editor 

Tyler Junior College started the new 
Quest Student Success Center to enrich 
students learning as well as their fives. 

“What we see in our classes is an ap¬ 
proach to reading that is one sided; which 
is very mechanical memorization,” said 
Quest Director Wade Skinner. 

Access to the center, which is located 
on the bottom floor of the Vaughn library, 
is available to any student who wants to 
become more efficient when studying and 
reading. 

“When we say we are helping stu¬ 
dents to read, we are not saying that we 
help students who are deficient. Far from 
it,” said Quest tutor Lifiane Defant. “We 
are giving many ways to help the student 
approach reading more effectively and 
more productively.” 

Study habits will improve and read¬ 
ing comprehension will give students an 
edge in any class. 

There are also eight classes that are 
considered Quest Gateway Courses that 
use the center as part of their curriculum. 
Students who enrolled in these classes 
were unaware that they were Quest Gate¬ 
way Courses such as biology, math, eng- 
fish, sociology, and history. 

“This is not something we are tacking 
on the syllabus or to their requirements 
of the course, it’s something that is inte¬ 
grated the very fabric of the curriculum,” 
said Skinner. 

TJC is using this program to keep 
students from just memorizing informa¬ 
tion to making any topic from math to 
history “part” of the student. This allows 
the students to make the most of their ed¬ 
ucation and ask the right questions. Stu¬ 
dents who don’t have a healthy perspective 
on the time spent in school have a lower 


success rate than the students who look at 
school as a way to make themselves better 
human beings. 

“If you don’t take the right questions 
with you down in your educational career 
then you will not know when your per¬ 
spective on education has bpcome toxic,” 
said Skinner. 

The goal of the center is not only to 
help students read better but also to en¬ 
rich study habits, quality of education, and 
even their fives. 

“Any student can come in and get 
tutoring and reading comprehension, but 
most just don’t know we are here,” said 
Quest tutor Ashfie Contos. 

The center was opened in January 
2012 as a part of the Quality Enhance- 


“What we see in our classes is an 
approach to readng that is one 
sided; which is very mechanical 
memorization.” 

-Wade Skinner 
Quest Director, Tyler Junior College 


ment Plan (QEP), which promotes learn¬ 
ing through reading comprehension. It 
includes a tutoring lab and classroom for 
workshops. 

The labs are open to any students on 
a walk-in basis or by appointment. The 
students can get tutoring online via a chat 
room through the TJC website as well. 

The schedule of the workshops is 
available on the TJC website and any 
workshop can be watched online at any¬ 
time if the students is unavailable to at¬ 
tend the workshop on campus. 

For more information regarding the 
Quest Student Success Center or to regis¬ 
ter for tutoring or a workshop visit www. 
tjc.edu/QEP or visit the center. 


— 
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Caitie Phillips with questions, comments or 
concerns at cphill42@email.tjc.edu. 
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Photo by Adam Peterson 


LEADING THE CHARGE: Above: Dustin Stephens, founder of the Four 
Winds Faire, celebrates after successfully slicing an apple in half in one of 
the Knight's challenges at the Renaissance festival. 



trip through timg 



FULL SPEED AHEAD: Below: A knight 
in action right before he slices the 
apple in half. Right: A Knight getting 
ready to start the challenge. 


Photos by Adam Peterson 


Renaissance Fair brings East 
Texans a jousting good time 


By Matthew Crawford 

Staff Writer 

Grab a ticket, a roasted turkey leg, and pre¬ 
pare to go back in time to 17th century France at 
Four Winds Faire the Renaissance Festival. 

Four Winds Faire is located between White- 
house and Troup, on highway 110 South and is open 
this March through April. The faire is a large open 
area circles by its own casde walls filled with a mass 
of shops, games, and shows at every corner. 


The faire was founded in 1994 by Dustin Ste¬ 
phens and has increased in popularity more and 
more over time. 

The Four Winds derives from a Native Ameri¬ 
can tribe that resided on the property in the early 
1700s. CEO and owner Dustin Stephens has had 
the land in his family for years since his great-grand¬ 
father married into the tribe in the 1730s.The tribe 
was eventually removed from the area leaving the 
land to him. 

— see FOUR WINDS page 7— 


Grammy producers send 
message to abuse victims 


By Caitie Philips 

Verve Editor 



R&B singer Chris Brown was allowed 
to perform at the Grammy Awards the night 
of Feb. 12 not once, but twice, when three 
years prior he beat his girlfriend, pop sensa¬ 
tion Rihanna, bad enough that she landed in 
the hospital and they both had to cancel their 
Grammy performances that year. 

It was the 
night before 
the Grammy 
Awards in 2009 
and according 
to the official 
police report 
Rihanna “picked 
up Browns cellular telephone and observed a 
three page text from a woman who Brown had 
a previous sexual relationship with. A verbal ar¬ 
gument ensued and Brown pulled the vehicle 
over on an unknown street.” Apparently Brown 
got so enraged that he felt as if shoving Rihan- 
na’s head “against the passenger window of the 
vehicle”, continuing “to punch her in the face 
with his right hand while steering the vehicle 
with his left hand,” and yelling things like “I'm 
going to beat the (expletive) out of you when we 
get home!” was the appropriate response. 

Brown was charged with one count of 
felony assault and sentenced to serve five years 
probation and also community service hours. 

When asked in an interview by ABC News 
Radio on why the Grammy producers allowed 
Brown to perform, Ken Ehrlich, Grammy’s ex¬ 
ecutive producer, responded “he has not been 
on the Grammys for the past few years and it 
may have taken us a while to get over the fact 


that we were the victim of what happened.” 

Brown may have apologized and said that 
he is “truly, truly sorry that I wasn’t able to han¬ 
dle the situation both dif- ferently and 
better” and even expressed his “deepest regret” 
for his act of violence, but his statement after 
the Grammys made it seem like he completely 
forgot about what happened three short years 
ago. 

“HATE ALL U WANT BECUZI GOT 
A GRAMMY 
Now! That’s the 
ultimate F— 
OFF”, tweeted 
Brown. 

By allow¬ 
ing Brown to 
perform, the 
Grammy producers are sending the message 
that it’s ok for men to beat women and the mu¬ 
sic industry is even embracing that behavior. 
The message being sent to women is “it’s ok if 
someone beats you, sure they’ll be socially exiled 
for a while but in two to three years we’ll forget 
all about it and just act like it’s no big deal.” 

Seth Rogen said it best at the Indie Spirit 
Awards, “ You say a few hateful things, they 
don’t let you within a few hundred yards of the 
Oscars,” referring to former Oscar producer 
Brett Ratner being fired over offensive slurs. 
“You can literally beat the (expletive) out of a 
nominee and they’ll ask you to perform twice at 
the Grammys.” 

Margaret Rapp, Tyler Junior College’s 
ADA Student Coordinator and Counselor 
agreed, “It was a slap in the face.” 

Rapp sees several TJC students who 
have been the victim of abuse every semester, 
“people have come through before and will 


continue to do so.” 

When students come into Rapp’s office for 
help or support Rapp’s main concern is “short¬ 
term crisis stabilization.” According to Rapp 
many students who come through her office 
have “no where to go and no one to go to.” 
Most students that come through Rapp’s of¬ 
fice get referred out to the East Texas Crisis 
Center where their needs can be met. 

However, not all women felt the way 
Rapp did about the incident. After the Gram¬ 
mys aired Feb 12 “I’d let Chris Brown beat me” 
became a trending topic across Twitter. Tweets 
saying things such as, “I don’t know why Rihan¬ 
na complained. Chris Brown could beat me 


anytime he wanted to” and “Dude, Chris Brown 
can punch me in the face as much as he wants 
to, just as long as he kisses it” were just a few of 
the tweets that got posted. 

Abuse rates among college women rising 
are according to a study recently done under 
Claibornelnc., nearly 1 in 3 college women re¬ 
port having been the victim of an abusive re¬ 
lationship in her life, these tweets and Chris 
Brown’s performance sends a powerfully insen¬ 
sitive message to all victims. 

Maragaret Rapp’s office is located in Rog¬ 
ers Student Center room 308, or you can reach 
her by phone at 903-510-2878. The East Texas 
Crisis Center can be reached at 903-509-2526. 


“It may have taken us a while to get over the 
fact that we were the victim of what happened:’ 

-Ken Erhlich 

Executive Producer, Grammys Award Show 2012 


MOVIE REVIEW 


The party that you wish happened 


By Taylor Griffin 

ManagingEditor 

Imagine the most epic house rave you can think of—then 
multiply it times ten. That’s about what one can expect from the 
new flick “Project X,” a movie that celebrates the carelessness 
and rebellion of this bad-rep generation. 

The film centers around three high school seniors, who 
throw a birthday house party to make a name for themselves 
in a school that has forever labeled them as nerds. As the night 
progresses and one thing leads to another, everything spirals 
out of control as the word gets out, leading to a headcount close 
to 1500 in this “quiet” suburban neighborhood. Out-smarted 
cops, tasered neighbors, Dad’s sunken BMW, and a fit with a 
flamethrower all end with a night the three boys—or anyone— 
will ever forget. 

As far as critics are concerned, “Project X” was a complete 
disaster with no plot or character development. One Reviewer 
even called it one of the worst movies ever made. I usually re¬ 


spect critics’ opinions, but on this one, I’m afraid we must agree 
to disagree. 

Forget the critics—I absolutely loved this movie. The com¬ 
edy wasn’t staged like most teenage party movies and felt more 
candid and raw. By the end, I honestly felt like just another 
guest at the party of the century. It glorified complete filth and 
debauchery, and somehow, it made for an awesome time at the 


(i 


Buffalo 
Chips 


0 


movies. 


The whole movie was shot by the cast via iPhones, Flip 
cameras, or the video camera that follows the main characters. 
Frankly, I winced at the thought of yet another “found-footage” 
film at the beginning. Movies like “Chronicle” have taken too 
much advantage of the art and prestige that the “Paranormal 
Activity” movies have established. However, this movie overtly 
flips all the standards and boundaries so much that I was liter¬ 
ally worn out after seeing it. 

The soundtrack absolutely blew me away, and I’m not 
— see BUFFALO 7 — 
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NBC affiliate in Abilene. 

“The weather is so much more dynamic out in 
West Texas compared to what we have here,” said 
Deason. “I probably worked more severe weather 
there in two years than I’ll see here in 20 years.” 

Deason worked as the chief meteorologist at 
CBS19 in Tyler from 2004 to 2007. He works 
part-time at CBS19 now, doing the 5 p.m. news¬ 
cast Monday through Friday. On Fridays, he also 
does the 6 p.m. and the 10 p.m. newscasts and fills 
in whenever he is needed. This schedule gives 
him time to work at his real estate office and 
to make it home for dinner. 

Deason had background in radio 
prior to television. He said televi¬ 
sion is a great way to influence 
people, but there is a lot more 
to the imagination with radio. 

Alumnus Mogle gradu¬ 
ated from TJC in the spring 
of 1982 with an associate 
degree in journalism. He re¬ 
ceived his bachelor’s degree 
in journalism in 1984 and is 
presently working on a mas¬ 
ter’s degree in communication 
at the University of Texas at 

SCIENCE 

■ continuedfrontpage 4 — . . 

lowing the college to produce more nurses per year. 

On hand at the board meeting to pledge their support for 
the bond were Mayor Barbara Bass; Dr. Pat Thomas, a long time 
board member; Dr. Maria Kulma, a representative of East Texas 
Medical Center; representatives of The University of Texas at 
Tyler; and a host of other respected and powerful community 
leaders. 

The most recognizable trait shared by all who spoke was the 
common belief that this building has the potential to benefit not 
only TJC and its students, but the city of Tyler and East Texas 
as a whole. 

“This is a day that will make history in Tyler, Texas,” the 
mayor remarked before she went on to say that, “we are the capi¬ 
tal of East Texas, both medically and educationally.” 



Tyler. He has worked at the Tyler Morning Telegraph for 
26 years, and three years ago he became the paper’s liai¬ 
son with CBS 19. 

Mogle said he takes a news story that the paper 
has covered but the station has not and writes a script 
for it in a question-and-answer format. He appears 
on the 6 p.m. news frequently. 

In 2005, the paper won the award for the best 
breaking news coverage in the state. There was a 
shooting at the Tyler courthouse, and Mogle co¬ 
ordinated the coverage. The paper pulled every 
single person on staff to cover the story. 

“It was kind of like our most crisis mo¬ 
ment at the paper we’ve ever had to deal 
with, and we did very, very well,” said Mogle. 
“That’s the thing I’m really most proud of all 
of these years.” 

Three years ago, Mogle also became an 
adjunct professor at TJC. He said he taps 
into his experience at the paper all the 
time. 

“Getting up in front of the class 
and getting up in front of the cam¬ 
era and talking is not a whole lot 
different,” said Mogle. 

Mogle said that the jour¬ 
nalism program at TJC is 


structured almost exactly like it was when he attended. Professors 
Linda Ziegler and Blanche Prejean in the journalism department 
made an impact on Mogle. They had the students write for the 
newspaper and do all the stuff that he does now on the job — 
meet deadlines, run down sources, and pull the story together. 

Mogle’s first students are now graduating from upper-divi¬ 
sion schools and have been successful at the next level. 

“Professor Mogle inspired me by making me see that the 
workplace can be fun,” said Chantel Martin, one of Mogle’s pre¬ 
vious students who is now a senior at UT Tyler as well as the web 
producer at CBS19. “He never discouraged his students, brought 
us down, or gave us anything he thought we couldn’t handle.” 

Jarah Wright, another of Mogle’s former students, is a se¬ 
nior broadcast journalism major at the University of North Texas 
and was hired by the Frisco RoughRiders baseball team as their 
media-relations intern. 

“Without all the writing experience and help from Profes¬ 
sor Mogle, Professor Krantz, and Professor Jennische, I doubt I 
would be able to have had this opportunity,” said Wright. “I’m 
forever .grateful to all three of them for helping me in this career 
path.” 

Deason and Mogle are following the career path they began 
as students at TJC, and the Tyler area daily benefits from their 
ability to communicate and to inform. 


An additional benefit of constructing the 
Allied Health building is the skilled workers 
provided by the additional 300 nursing gradu¬ 
ates that this building would create. TJC cur¬ 
rently produces 600 graduating 
nurses per year. By increasing 
that number by 50 percent 
annually, and with each 
nurse generating an aver¬ 
age of $40,000 per year in 
salary, that is $12 million 
placed back into the lo¬ 
cal economy. 

It should be noted 



that this building is still not a done deal, however. Al¬ 
though the board voted in favor of the bond election, the 
decision is still ultimately in the hands of the voters. On 
May 12th, a public election will be take place on whether 
to pass the $25 million bond in order to fupp the $50 
million project for TJC. The hope isihat the vot¬ 
ers will see the value in this project as well. 

“We need this,” said Ralph Cara¬ 
way, pastor and current Tyler City 
Council member, “higher taxes at the 
cost of a greater purpose - to me it’s a 
no-brainer.” 



FOUR WINDS 


■ continuedfrontpage 6 - 


“Year by year we have more people coming 
in, more fans,” Stephens said. The faire has eight 
stages with different forms of entertainment such 
as sword fighting, magicians, singing pirates, and 
even belly dancers. But one of the faire’s biggest 
attractions is full-contact jousting. 

Unlike other medieval attracts such as Me¬ 
dieval Times; the jousting at Four Winds Faire 
is real. 

“I think that if you’re going to have a joust¬ 
ing competition, actually have knights out there 
competing using full force, blunt force, and work¬ 
ing lanes. It’s a good time,” said Stephens, “you’re 
riding a 2,000-pound war horse at about 30 mph 
so what you got is a 60 mph collision.” 

Despite the danger, Stephens, a champion 
jouster who jousts every weekend, has had only 
three injuries in his 18-year-long jousting career. 

There are also multitudes of shops and ven¬ 
dors with unique period gifts that range from 
chain mail to leather items. The staff is enthusias¬ 
tic about not only their work but also the people 
who visit the faire. 

“I’m a 60-year-old man who gets to dress up 


like a pirate and have a good time, and this is 
what I do for a living,” said Bruce Garner, the 
Leather Smith of Four Winds Faire. “I like the 
people I deal with, I like the kind of people that 
come out here and that get in to the time period 
and I really enjoy it.” 

With a medieval fair comes medieval food 
and an assortment of classic feast items such as 
roasted turkey legs, steak on a stake, pies, fresh 
fruit, and more. Longtime friend of the CEO 
and General Manager of Four Winds, Keith 
Waddoups runs concessions. Born in Scotland 
and raised in England, Waddups shows particular 
enthusiasm for the faire due to his own origins. 

“This is my culture,” said Waddoups, “I love 
the faire, man. It’s just getting back to the old 
times.” 

The Age of Discovery weekend starts Mar. 
10th through the 11th. Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $5 for children and are available at the front 
gate. For more event dates and for the faire’s lo¬ 
cation visit Fourwindsfaire.com. Students will 
receive a $5 discount with I.D. 


Photo by Adam Peterson 
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ashamed to say that I downloaded the whole thing when 
I got home. It just screams party and includes remixes of many 
popular songs like “Heads Will Roll” by the Yeah Yeah Yeahs. 
However, the movie’s climatic song that is also played on the 
trailer—“Pursuit of Happiness” by Kid Cudi—takes the cake and 
completely outlines the entire atmosphere of the party. 

Like many movies, the audience who attends with you can 
certainly affect the outcome of the experience. I saw the movie at 
the midnight showing with a decently packed house who inter¬ 
acted with the characters and each other the whole time, shout¬ 
ing the most ridiculous stuff. They really do mean it when they 
say that the crazies come out at night. 

I give “Project X” a four out of five chips. While I can see 
where the holes are in the plot that really irked the critics, you 
simply cannot see this movie without at least laughing at the 
midget in the oven. I really appreciated that the whole film just 
takes all of the negativity concerning this generation and throws 
it back in the older folks’ pretentious faces. A word of warning 
though: it is incredibly raunchy and packs in nearly everything 
an R-rated movie would allow. No further explanation. 
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Assistant coach returns home 


BASKETBALL 


By Ani Umana 

Staff Writer 

Playing with Arkansas State to the Harlem Globetrotters, 
Tyler Junior College Assistant Basketball Coach Ifeanyi Koggu 
comes back to TJC but contributes on the sidelines. 

Getting recruited out of Robert E. Lee High School in Tyler, 
Koggu had a couple of scholarship offers from Division I uni¬ 
versities but a serious injury meant the lost of faith from those 
coaches except for one. 

“I had looks from schools like Stephen F. Austin and UT- 
Arlington, but I dislocated my elbow in our first district game 
and those coaches fell off because they did not think I could get 
a frill range of motion on my arm again,” Koggu said. “Marquis 
(TJC Head Coach) was the only one that stayed with me and it 
turned out to be a great opportunity to stay at home and play 
close to family.” 

However, while playing for Tyler Junior College was a 
good situation, Koggu went through a tough transition playing 
for Marquis. 

“My overall experience here was fun but at first I used to 
get mad because I felt like I couldn’t do anything right, but as I 
got older and as the season was progressing, I got more comfort¬ 
able with the system,” Koggu said. “I started to realize that he 
(Marquis) would keep getting on me was to make me the best 


player I could be.” 

In 2006, the team faced a huge obstacle as an eighth seed 
in the conference tournament. The Apache Men fought to get 
in the tournament and had plans to ruin the party for first seed 



Photo by Ani Umana 

ABOVE: Assistant coach and former Harlem Globtrotter 
Ifeanyi Koggu has had a successful basketball career. Just 
recently his talents brought him back to his old Alma Mater 
at TJC. 


Paris. Paris, prior to the tournament had beaten TJC twice, but 
the men refused to go down three times and defeated Paris by 
fifteen points to advance in the tournament. 

“We had to win and hope other teams lost just for us to 
make the tournament and we made it, but had to face Paris, Kog¬ 
gu said. “Beating them by fifteen in a sold out crowd here was 
probably one of the most memorable moment I had here, and for 
my playing career.” 

Koggu played two years at TJC and decided he was ready 
to jump to the next level. Three hour long practices and constant 
screaming from coaches were challenges Koggu faced to be¬ 
come a contributor at DI Arkansas State. Though he was pushed 
harder physically and mentally than he ever had as an athlete, 
. Koggu got accustomed to the atmosphere. 

“Man, it’s crazy at the DI level especially practices. The 
coaches would call a player by a curse word than by their name 
and would stay with that for days,” Koggu said. “Still, as the sea¬ 
son went by, I stuck with it and my body adjusted to the physical 
beatings.” 

By the end of Koggu’s stint in Arkansas State, he averaged 
four points and three assist every twenty minutes per game. 

— see RETURNS page 9 — 



Not the kind of golf you’re used to 


Photo by: Christopher Gray 

ABOVE: Members of the Tyler Junior College men's golf team prepare before competing at the TJC Tournament at 
Eagle’s Bluff Country Club Feb. 27. 


By Christopher Gray 

Staff Writer 

Although many might consider golf a walk in the park and 
some might even question golfers’ athletic prowess, those who 
reach the college level must keep in excellent shape and learn to 
deal with various forms of pressure. 

“This is not recreational golf. This is collegiate team golf,” 
said Sandy Terry, Tyler Junior College head men and womens 
golf coach. “The players all carry their own bag, and there’s no 
golf carts and no caddies.” 

This is significant in that the tournaments can be quite 
lengthy and the weight of the golf bags can eventually wear on 
the players. A typical round of golf is 18 holes long, but some 
events are much longer. The players have an allowed allotment of 
14 clubs and must carry extra balls, which all add to the weight 
of the bag. 

“It can get a bit straining after a while, when we play the 
36-hole events,” said David Hills, a sophomore from Sydney, 
Australia. “But we have workouts and exercises to make sure 
we’re ready for that. We hit the weight room and we do. a lot of 
stretching, ab workouts, and leg workouts.” 


One of the players on the women’s team echoed similar 
sentiments. 

“We have to walk, and I carry my clubs the whole 18 
holes,” said Lisa Frauenberger, freshman from Grapeland. “It’s 
pretty heavy. It’s stressful and gets to hurting towards the end, 
but you’ve got to just push through it. I run about two miles 
a day and do a lot of ab workouts and workouts strengthening 
my wrists and arms, and that’s helped me a lot.” 

There are also other differences besides the level of con¬ 
ditioning collegiate golfers strive to maintain. In team golf, 
the schools field five players per tournament and the top four 
scores are tallied to give a team their cumulative score. Having 
won seven collegiate national championships since 1994, along 
with numerous runner-up and top 10 finish, the golf program 
at TJC has garnered a tradition of excellence. 

“When you’re playing collegiate golf, you’re playing for 
championships,” said Terry. “When you miss a shot, you not 
only let yourself down, but also your teammates.” 

In addition to the many hours spent refining their craft, 
players must often play through soreness while managing their 
full-time school workload. 

— see STRUGGLES/)^ 9 — 


GOLF 


Small-town 
talents help 
baseballteam 


BASEBALL 


By Martin Rodriguez 

Staff Writer 

Coming from a small town, kids would expect to go off and 
enjoy a bigger city environment to continue their education and 
pursue their goals and dreams. That means that they would have 
to grow apart from friends, family and teammates. For four base¬ 
ball players from the small town of Jasper, Texas, that wasn’t the 
case. 

Kids from a small town often expect to go to a bigger city to 
pursue their academic and athletic dreams. They usually expect 
to grow apart from their friends and high school teammates. But 
for four TJC baseball teammates, Parker Phillips, Tyler Ernest, 
Jacob Soisson and Colton Burleson that isn’t the case. 

“It’s kind of unique have four players from the same school,” 
Head Baseball Coach Doug Wren said. 

Not only was this unique to the coach, but it also baffled 
the young baseball players as well, when they learned that they 
would all be playing together once again, but this time, at the 
collegiate level. 

“We’ve been on the team together since we were about 9 or 
10,” said freshman second basemen Jacob Soisson, who is batting 
.257 with 9 RBI’s this season. 

“We’ve been together for about six, seven, or eight years 
now and its built a lot of chemistry between us,” said Sophomore 
Second Basemen Tyler Ernest who is batting .350 with 6 RBI’s. 

Sophomore First Basemen Parker Phillips who is batting 
.143 with 4 RBI’s said, “ we never thought we’d play together 
after high school.” It wasn’t until the summer when Phillips and 
teammate Tyler Ernest were informed that their younger high 
school companions would be attending TJC. 

“We love to recruit guys from winning programs. These 
guys are disciplined and they play the game the right way,” said 
Coach Wren. 

The Jasper baseball program has been one of the best 
coached and consistent high school baseball programs in the 
state of Texas. Jasper has been in the playoffs for 17 years and 
won the AAA state championship. 

Freshman Pitcher Colton Burleson who is 2-1 with a 2.00 
ERA in 18 innings pitched said, “Whenever we’re all out there 
at the same time, you can tell that everything goes a lot smoother 
than usual.” 

Playing together on the field makes a huge difference for 
these players. The combination of Burleson pitching and Phillips 
at first will make for a good combination to pick players off. 

“We weren’t going for one specific player. They all just 
seemed to fit our mold. We saw good guys and brought them on 
board” said Coach Wren. 

Considering how these players have performed and the 
continuing winning program of Jasper, more players should be 
expected to come to TJC in future years. 
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RETURNS 

- continued, from 8 - 


Koggu was given an opportunity play for the Harlem Glo¬ 
betrotters after his time with Arkansas State came to an end. 

Sporting the red, white, and blue uniforms with the knee 
high socks, off-the- head passes to windmill dunks, or no look 
half court shots, the Globetrotters was a fun gig for Koggu. Be¬ 
ing a Globetrotter also gave him the opportunity to travel the 
world and see things he never thought was possible. 

“We played in places like France, Poland, and China and 
I got to see the Eiffel Tower and Great Wall of China,” Koggu 
said. “Those were places I would see on tv when I was a kid and 
to be in places like that and be up close to the monuments was 
a blessing.” 

Only staying seven months with the Globetrotters, Koggu 
is now back in Tyler as an assistant at TJC and has made an im¬ 
pact on the guards such as Freshman Taijon Welcome in on-and 


off- court development. 

“He’s helped me to become a smarter guard especially with 
ball distribution and reading defenses,” Welcome said. “Hes told 
us to stay humble and focus on our studies because if we don’t 
do get the job done in class, we won’t get the chance to play on 
the court.” 

Koggu would like to be a college head coach one day, and 
found the perfect place to start by helping the coach that be¬ 
lieved in him from the beginning. 

“I always wanted to be a coach and to come into a situation 
that I’m very familiar with the system and a coach that is like a 
father figure to me is something not many first year coaches get 
into,” Koggu said. “Marquis stuck with me in college and has 
given me a great opportunity being a coach here.” 


STRUGGLES 


continuedfrom 8 - 

“These athletes put their time in, not only in practices, but 
also in their academics,” said Devan Lemrick, athletic training 
graduate assistant. “They definitely work hard and push any pain 
aside for the benefit of their sport.” 

Some of the players hope to continue their education and 
their golf careers. This can lead to yet another aspect of the stress 
involved in playing at the collegiate level. 

“When I get done here, I plan on transferring to a four-year 
college,” said Chelsea Crain, sophomore, from Lufkin. “I have a 
few offers, but it’s definitely high pressure because every round 
counts, every shot counts. Just one bad round can ruin your aver¬ 


age and ruin your chances.” 

Still more have even loftier hopes and added self-imposed 
pressure. 

“College golf is really serious,” said Ryan Mulvany, sopho¬ 
more, from Bundaburg, Australia. “It’s a real steppingstone for 
anyone trying to go on and play professionally. It’s quite com¬ 
petitive. You’ve got to be at your best at all times to really stand 
out. 

For information on tournament dates and times, please go 
to apacheathletics.com 



COLUMN 


Out-of-bounds 

Who’s to blame? 

ByYIiana Crawford 

Sports Editor 

If you re a true loyal Mavericks fan, you’re well aware 
that Lamar Odom, basketball forward for the Dallas 
Mavericks, was assigned to play for the NBA Develop¬ 
ment League under the Texas Legends last Saturday, but 
was forced to back out of the game at the last minute due 
to Maverick’s Head Coach Rick Carlisle’s orders. 

The original decision to play for the D-league was 
made by Odom, his agent Jeff Schwartz and Dallas Mav¬ 
ericks owner, Mark Cuban. The assignment to play for 
the Texas Legends was apparently not a punishment but 
given an opportunity to prove his trust and talent to the 
Dallas Mavericks. 

I’m not here to trash or praise Odom’s NBA ca¬ 
reer or skills. Obviously the man has talent, averaging 
about 14.9 points per game for the L.A. Lakers during 
the 2010-2011 season. His accomplishments speak for 
themselves. My concern is the Mavericks’ chemistry this 
season. Do I think that Odom’s 12 hour “demotion” got 
blown out of proportion? Of course I do. Sure, I can see 
how people would be upset with Odom seeing as he was 
absent for four scheduled games due to family matters, 
but as I watched the games that he’s getting criticized 
for missing, I didn’t see much of an improvement on his 
teammates part. 

Carlisle expressed his disappointment on Odom’s 
performance and attitude this season during his weekly 
radio show last Friday. How about making statements on 
the entire team’s disappointing performance this season 
instead, Carlisle? I can assure you that Odom isn’t the 
only player struggling. Fans are blaming Odom’s unsuc¬ 
cessful season to the “Kardashian course”. Blame it on 
lack of communication and overconfidence, people! 

Some of Odom’s teammates also commented on the 
subject. They seemed very understanding of Odom’s per¬ 
sonal situation but fellow teammate Jason Kidd stated, 
“Trust factor is always big. He’s going to have to earn it 
with a lot of the guys.... we just/Want him to be him and 
be comfortable and play.” / • 

Point blank, I believe that the Dallas Mavericks 
came into this season very confident as the NBA’s de¬ 
fending world champion and don’t think that they know 
how to take the multiple game losses very well. Every f 
player is vital in order to have a successful season but 
focusing on one playePs issues seems a little more than 
ridiculous when yomget beat by the New Orleans Hor- j 
nets. In other word^the worst team the Western Con- |j 
ference has to offer. ' 

this little 

a publicity stunt for Odom’s reality show Khloe and La¬ 
mar but something tells me that we’ll be seeing the real j 
story behind this mess when the show airs. 


Hopefully 


shindig doesn’t turn out to be 
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J ulie, a graduate psychology major, chose Texas 
A&M University-Commerce because of her 
interest in the university’s psycholqgy program. 
Julie's chief interest involves teaching children about 
developmental disabilities and increasing their 
sensitivity toward disabled children. 

"A&M-Commerce has a wonderful program and it’s 
making great advances," Julie said. 

As a graduate assistant for Dr. Kashunda Williams 
and Dr. Jennifer Schroeder, Julie has enjoyed 
opportunities to participate in various research 
projects pertaining to her career goals. In addition to 
her academic endeavors, Julie is also a student leader 
in Psi Chi, and represents A&M-Commerce for the 
national organization. 

For Julie, faculty members like Drs. Williams and 
Schroeder make the A&M-Commerce program 
effective by providing both a solid academic 
foundation as well as guidance for their students. “My 
professors do everything they can to help us as we 
progress through the program,” Julie said. 
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Submit comments and concerns to The 
Apache Pow Wow every issue by sending an 
e-mail to tjcnews@tjc.edu. 

THE APACHE POW WOW | PAGE 11 





FOR RELEASE JANUARY 15, 2012 


THE SAMIKM QF PUZZLES By The Mepham Group 
Level: 


1 2 




Jj 

■ 

jj 


6 







8 

4 



3 


6 







1 




5 


2 

1 




7 

4 




7 

2 


9 


6 


3 

5 




3 

2 




8 

3 


5 




2 







5 


9 



2 

4 







7 


SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 
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Complete the grid 
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box 
(in bold borders) 
contains every 
digit, 1 to 9. 

For strategies on 
how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 

www.sudoku.org.uk 


© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved. 




PELL GRANTS 

- continuedfrontpage 1 - 


have not exhausted their maximum eligibility. 

Wiggins has advice for students who were 
depending on the Pell Grant this Summer to 
pay for their tuition. 

“Students cannot count on receiving sum¬ 
mer aid, so they should set aside some of their 
refunds from Fall and Spring financial aid to 
pay for their summer classes,” Wiggins said. 
“There will be some grant funds available that 
will be awarded on a first-come, first-serve basis 
so students should register as soon as registra¬ 
tion starts.” 


Students must be registered in a total of 
6 credit hours for the entire Summer period 
to receive any loan funds. The 6 hours can be 
a combination of Maymester, Summer I and/ 
or Summer II classes. If a student is eligible to 
receive loans then he or she must complete the 
Summer aid form and fax the form to the Fi¬ 
nancial Aid Office. 

Students must register for all summer 
classes by June 6, 2012 in order to receive any 
aid for the Summer courses. 


MDA 


- continued from page 5 - 

involved with life-threatening issues which can 
give a reality check to many students. 

“Fulfilling promise number 3: getting out 
there helping the community. You know like I 
said; it is those that effect some people here on 
campus,” said Tyler. She also explains the need 
to become humble through the experience of 
not living selfishly, but giving back to those in 
need. 


TJC came in second place as one of the 
contributors adding to the total of approxi¬ 
mately $35,000 that the MDA Walk rose on 
Saturday. 

To volunteer, contribute, or for more infor¬ 
mation about the MDA of East Texas, contact 
Candace Pate at 903-534-2984 or email her at 
cbpate@mdausa.org. 
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Straights And Gays for Equality 
Invites YOU to attend our meetings 
every Thursday at 6:30 in the Ornelas 
Gold Room. Hope to see you soon!! 

Look us up on facebook: TJCSAGE or emailus at: 
TJCSAOT@GMail.com 
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by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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ACROSS 

1 Ted Danson’s role on “Cheers” 

4 Character on “The Simpsons” 

9 Wants to Be a Millionaire” 

12 “Perfume: The Story _ Murder”; 
Dustin Hoffman movie 

13 Fill with joy 

14 “Death Becomes film for 
Meryl Streep 

15 Suffix for event or intellect 

16 Summary 

17 Rower’s need 

18 ‘The _ Is Right” 

20 Miniseiies for LeVar Burton 
based on an Alex Haley novel 
22 Actress on “Up All Night" 

26 Sink-unclogging product 

27 Treat without respect, for short 

28 Ugandan tyrant _ Amin 

29 “Murder, _ Wrote” 

32 “The Sixth movie for Haley 
Joel Osment 

35 “Dancing with the Stars” host 

39 _ de Ville; Cadillac model of old 

40 “The _ Burnett Show” 

42 Actress _-Margret 

Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle 



(c) 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
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43 Recluse 

47 _-mo; replay method used in 
ball game broadcasts 

48 Josh Radnor’s role 

49 Eva _ of “CSI: Miami” 

50 Prefix that means “relating to the 
ear" 

51 Curvy mountain road 

52 Begin 

53 Ping-Pong table center 

DOWN 

1 “Duck_Marx Brothers movie 

2 “Old MacDonald had_...” 

3 White House daughter 

4 “A Flea in movie for Rex 
Harrison and Rosemary Harris 

5 “Grand _ Opry” 

6 Bernie_ 

7 Letter from Greece 

8 Copy, for short 

9 One of the hosts on “The View” 

10 Ledger’s namesakes 

11 Hockey’s Bobby and his family 
19 Actress and dancer Charisse 
21 “The New Adventures of _ 

Christine” 

23 Employee’s delight 

24 “Grace _ Fire” 

25 “Nothing adamant refusal 

29 Sharon and Oliver 

30 Cartoon Huckleberry and others 

31 Napoleon’s title: abbr. 

33 “I’ve Got a 

34 Historical period 

36 ‘The _ of St. Mary’s”; classic 
film for Bing Crosby 

37 Actor _ Bean 

38 Actor Nick _ 

39 Actress Blanchett 
41 Money, slangily 

44 Cereal grain 

45 Gun rights org. 

46 Continent next to Asia; abbr. 


Questions/Comments/ Concerns/ 

Post a comment on tjcnewspaper.com. 
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"SHOW YOUR SCHOOL SPIRIT!’' 

TJC SPO P'S WEAR headquarters 

WITH A LARGE SELECTION OF: 

TJC Hoodies TJC Blankets 
TJC Caps TJC T-Shirts 

WE NOW HAVE NIKE SPORTSWEAR! 

Ait yamt OFF*Cin^ns> H wJ u < nc F*±* Yaap Ncedcl 

1232 E Fifth St. (Across from TJC) 

903-59X-411* 

collegebaoks@tyler.iwt 
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1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

University Center; Bring!® Luke Campus 

New Tyler Junior College transfer 
students who qualify may get a $1,500 
per year scholarship - reducing your 
tuition to less than $4,000 per year. 

I or more information contact 

RoderickJV!cKnight@TAMU i'.edu or 903 220 a ISO 
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